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in communications to  the Journal A. Ph. A. 
the subject will be brought to the attention of 
every publication in the United States and 
Canada. 

Jferck’s Mununl of the Mntrria Nedicu.--.A 
ready-reference pocket book for the physician 
and surgeon. 5th edition, 4 X inches. 
Compiled and published by Merck & Co., 
New York. Cloth, 50 cents, artificial lcathcr, 
$1 .oo. 

While this book in intended principally 
as a pocket reference book for physicians, 
pharmacists and membcrs of the allied pro- 
fessions will find much tha t  will be informativc 
and helpful to them. The contents of the 
volume are arranged in four parts. Pa r t  I 
embraces drugs, chemicals and preparations- 
not confined to “Merck’s” alone-and gives 
their synonyms, solubilities, physiological 
eflccts, therapeutic uses, doses, incompatiblcs, 
antidotes, and other useful information; Part  
11, on therapeutic indications, summarkcs 
the principal mcans of treatmcnt for cach 
form of disease, giving numerous standard 
prescription formulas; Part  111 classifies the 
various medicamcnts according to their physio- 
logical action; Par t  IV comprises a compre- 
hensive essay on poisoning and its treatment; 
an exhaustive dose table; a chart showing the 
diagnostic points of diacrencc bctwccn the 
eruptive fevers; thermometric equivalents; 
approximate metric equivalents; a com- 
prehensive chaptcr on urinalysis; a list of 
rcmcdies which interfere with urinary tests; 
tables on infant feeding, and much other 
useful data. 

A Bibliography of Colloid Clteniislry.--Uy 
Harry X. Holmes. The National Research 
Council has recently issucd a Colloid Bibli- 
ography in mimeographed form. The aiithor, 
Dr. Harry ZJ. Holmes of Oberlin College, Chair- 
man of the National Rcscarch Council Com- 
mittee on the Chemistry of Colloids, intends 
this edition to be preliminary to a more compre- 
hcnsive one. Yet i t  is a book of 135 pages 
containing 1800 references on 106 topics. 
All the refcrcnccs are classified and many are 
accompanied by brief eommcnt as an aid in 
dcciding on their relative importance. This 
book of 135 pagcs may be purchased from the 
Washington office at 81.00. 

Among the classified groups arc Adsorption, 
Asphalt, Baking, Biocolloids, Capillary -4nnly- 

sis, Casein, Cellulose and Ccllulose Esters, 
Cements, Clays and Soils, Cleansing, Coag- 
ulation. Dialysis, Emulsions, I:iltration, Flota- 
tion, I‘oam, P‘lour, Fogs, Gels, Gelatin, Glass, 
Glues, Peptization, Petroleum, Photography, 
Protein Swelling, Protection, Rubber, Sewage, 
Silver, Soap, Sulfides, Surface Tension, Tan- 
ning, Ultramicroscope, Viscosity and Water 
Proofing. 

The theorctical and industrial importancc 
of colloid chemistry is now admitted without 
question. I n  fact it links together the sciences 
of Chemistry, physics, zoiilogy, botany, geology, 
medicine, agriculture and even astronomy, 
whcnever that  science deals with comets’ 
tails. Few are the industries that  do not 
have colloid problems to  solvc. The average 
citizen is surprised to  learn tha t  his own body 
is colloidal in composition, that  his digestive 
processes are governed by colloidal rules of 
action and that  the bacteria of disease are of 
a colloitlal drgree of dispersion. And he is 
astonished to learn that  bu t  for the colloidal 
adsorption of calcium phosphate from the 
blood stream by his bony cartilage he would be 
a merc spineless jelly fish; and colloid chemistry 
is surface chemistry, i t  is of importance to  
this same average citizen to  know that  the 
total surface of his blood corpuscles is about 
one acre. 

Plant and animal tissue is largely colloidal 
too, and should be studied from that  viewpoint. 

Opticcd Methods in Control and Research 
Laboralories.-I3y J. N. Goldsmith, Ph.U., 
M . S . ,  F.I.C.; S. Jiidd Lewis, D.Sc., R.Sc., 
F.I.C., 1’h.C. ; F. Twyman, F. Inst. P .  Vol I. 
(Second Edition, ITovemLwr, 1‘322).-Syectrum 
Analysis, Absorption Spectra, Refractomctry, 
Polarimetry. Published hy Adam Hilger, Ltd., 
73A Camdcn Road, London, N. W. 1 England. 
G O  pages. Limp Cloth. Price 1 s. 8 d .  It is 
a guide to applications and to  the selection of 
apparatus. The five illustrations of the book 
show-arc spectra of lcad and copper, absorp- 
tion spcctrum of pseudo-globulin solution, 
spcctrosropic determination of chlorophylls, 
absorption spectrum of uric acid solution, and 
absorption curve of anthracene. 

Epidemiological and Statistical Data, U .  S.  
Navy,  191 8.-Reprint from the annual report 
of Surgeon General, U. S. Navy for the fiscal 
ycar 1919. 574 pages. A number of tables 
and charts are included. 


